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This is the case involving the murder of ' / 

Martin Luther King, Jr. / 

PURPOSE : 

To recommend the Liaison Section contact the 
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare to determine if a 
review of new applications received by them for Social 
Security Numbers can be conducted as it is possible that 
subject James Earl Ray has applied for a new Social Security 
Number since April 2J, 1967. 

BACKGROUND : 

The subject James Earl Ra y in a p rior employment* 
utilized Social Security Number c^r i nves ttg a - 

tion disclosed that Ray has been gainfully employed only a 
few times and these have been for periods of short duration j 
only. In view of his fugitive status and his past history of \ 
changing his identity, it is possible that he may apply for a /• j 
new Social Security Number. j 

Our Baltimore Office advises that there are between 
1 three and four million Social Security applications received' 
leach year, the majority of these received during the summer 
months. Information including name, date of birth, sex, 
color or race is taken from the application and is placed 
on computer tape. The Social Security Administration is 
approximately eight weeks behind in recording this data. Our 
Baltimore Office advises that on the surface, to obtain the 
desired information appears -to be & tremendous task; however, 
in view of the fact the computer tape stores eliminating 

1 information, it is possible to program the computer to obtain 
information regarding -all white males over 30 years of age in f 
a simplified manner, r-. ■ ✓ -*5 *> V / Ll'2 n 
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Memo Rosen to De Loach 
RE: MURK IN 



recommendation : • 

1. The Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare 

----- - : 

how current the applications are s 

This should bo a survey type of request and upon 

^ 2 If approved, the Liaison Section should handle 
this matter as outlined above. The information from our /( 

. . . office is not to be disseminated outside this 
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intelligent interview. 
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